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You're searching

methmg festive to wear for the hohdays,
and nothing excites you—not even the 1dea
of buying :
uy something old. T've always loved old
Iofhmg—not worn. flannel shirts to wear
n & a rainy Sunday (even though they’re *
,), but thekind of clothing that isn’t".
d¢ today. An,Edwardian blouse of the
.sheerest lan with handmade lace, and the
tiniest mother-of-pear] buttons. Or a Jean |
Harlow ewenmg gown of bxas—cut 'lk

‘ As beaunful antique clot.hmg becomes:
mcreasmgly difficult to find,.1940’s and
0’sclothing has come into vogue, but,
evennmv,verygoodpneees from three and
four decades agg are getting hard to come
by. Many stores carry clothmg from the:
- 40’s and 50’s, but most of it is unexeept:on—
al and overpnced Unless you find some- '
thing unusual in excellent condition, like .
designer;suit with the label still in it;
 there’s no'reason you should pay a hrgh
. price fora vintage piece that’s equivalent
. to something new. ‘Some things, though,
are worth a hefty price tag; Victorian and ;
Edwardian pieces are one of a kind and ,
ften have an enormous amount of hand-
work that would be' cost-prohibitive to |
: replicate today. Prices for such clothing
“ vary depending on how much thestore ;.
riginally paid, and if they’ve had it re-.
tored. These clothes were in style 80 or
90 years ago, and they re still desxrable,
their beauty timeless. 3

W‘thoutleavmg the c1ty, it’shard to ﬁnd
a bargam it takes either a great deal of
searchmg or luck (a woman I know found *
. a nice 40’s jacket at Canal Jean for $151ast
| year)“And remember, friendsand relatxves‘
.. might not be using good clothes they’s Ve
saved over, the years. Although anuque
lothing is expensive, there ‘are’ ways to"
achieve an old-fashioned feel without buy- £
- ing an entire outfit; an antique lace collar, |
* for example, will completely transform the,
. look of a dress. If you already have a piece’:

f antique clothing that’s in need of resto-
ration, Deborah Jackson (718-596-9143) |
one of the best in the business; She has
worleed with the Brooklyn' Museum and
now works with Victoria Falls"“

anaStaﬂtoldmeasIadnureda )
handmade blouse of white lawn with'art
noliveau embroidery; it had a high neck, |
andJush laceon the collar and yoke, wrth
she amallest mother-of-pearl buttons on the *
cuffs ($215). At Jana Starr-Jean Hoff-
* man_Antiques (236 East 80th St. be-.
tween Second and,Third Avenues,
861-8256), there’s an enormous selection |
of antique clothing including Victorian and
" Edwardian-whites, hand-beaded dresses
. from the 1920's, prmted chiffons from the
: 20’s and 30’s, and velvets from the 30’s and
40's; Chiffon dresses are about $150, bead- :
» eddmseSmnfmm$250ﬁo$800 andVic- -

“labelled “Large”. and_“Small”’;

about $175. There are boxes of lace collars
generally range from about $45 to $65 °.

\' Ly
tonan and Edwardlan lace blouses run L

4

these ;" o

(although they get much higher or goas’, '.

low as $18).. Men's Victorian vests .are * -
around $65, and are white with pale colors.. -
_brocaded into them; they’re equally suita-~
ble for women, and a less costly altema-

uve to an antrque blouse. *

e { Jana told me, “A woman I know who
travels in very social circles and can afford
to wear anything she pleases buys alotof .-
antique clothing. In: the' middle of - ithe *
.winter she’ll enter a reception wearing a i

. white \voile, . turn of the ‘century, hrgh-" 7

 collared blouse adorned with handmade
lace.'No matter how" many women ‘are
there—or how much they’re banng—men A
flock around her because she looks s0

umque and feminine” . . . : rk
. Here you'll see boxes of beaded dresses

since the selection is too big to hang in *

their small quarters. There’s a black Ed- '
wardian dress with hand-beaded net over-
lay on black satin and a 1920’s white" vel- :
vet dress with silver hand-beading ina ge-*

ometric design; both are $395. A 1950’

iridescent blue taffeta dress is sleeveless *
and has horizontal pleating; it’s $125. Pais-"* *
ley shawls start at $200, and a red velvet . .
cape from the 20’s is $300. They also stock -
old laces and similar fabrics, so things can ' |

- be made larger. They won’t do alterations, ;.
or repairs, but will refer you,to someone; i
who can, and they will reduce the price if ..,
- something’s slightly torn.or defective. . .
" In SoHo, at Victoria Falls (451 Broad- " :..

way, between Prince and Houston,

* 254-2433) there’s mostly new clothing -:
* with an Edwardian feel, and a small selec- , #+= -
* tion of white or ecru garden party dresses

from the 1890’s to the 1930’s. Prices.are. :

quite high here, buteverything’s lovely and

in excellent condition (clothing is restored,

downstairs). Antique dresses start at $350

and go up to $3,000 (although that’s atyp-

ical). Turn of the century blouses range

" from $185.to $500. Eighteenth-century.

buttons made into earrings by Once Again
are here; they range from $40 to $100. .

" AtHarriet Love (412 West Broadway,

between ‘Prince- and Spring Streets,
966-2280) you’ll find vintage clothing-

that’s certain to have two qualities: it’s in

* excellent condition, and has great style. In*

' 1965 Ms. Love opened the shop stocked
mostly with Victorian clothing, and now

you'’ll find top of the line pieces from the-

1940’s and some from the 50’s (as well as

new pieces). The small, impeccable stock:
' is always changing, but here is what I saw
. and liked: a funny black cashmere cardi--.|:
“gan with appquued padded white leather ’
: vegetables from the early 50’s ($135); a
. black rayon crepe .dress appliqued with :

daisies ($140); a late 30’s pumpkm crepe

- bolero with black bugle beads in a beauti-

ful 7 wavy design ($165) in a small size.

I

There was also a'black crepe, 1940 _]ack—

:\-.y"&‘., T B

ét with'a sequinned floral motif and " jet
buttons; it’s $145. (If it were 'made by a
demgner today, it would be around $750.)
There'are no alterations here but they will

refery()u to someone ST A O
s Ml T
FDR Drlve has two stores: the men’s at
80 Thompson Street,(between Spring

and Broome; 334-0170) and the women’s :

.at 109 Thompson. (between Spring and -
- Prince, 966-4827).. Both have old cloth-

ing, as well as new clothing that’s made out

. of old fabric. Costume. designers for mo-

vies go to FDR; clothing from-here was

‘ used in “Zellg and “The Cotton.Club.”
" At the men’s store, there’s a good selection

of Edwardian vésts; most are -black'but:a+

_ few have patterns on black; they’re gerler=,
_ally $125. (I admired a ‘black: velvet vest v

with' silver  applique dots pairited on.Ju.

. Rayon ties from, the.1940°s in wild-colors il

are $25, Evening scarves in excell-ent con- /+
dition, silk or rayon; run’$75.2Sdme a
white and dressy; others have-bold ‘pat- +

terns. At their women’sstore, you'll finda {

small selection of cotton or silk chiffons
from the 20’s and 30's; these start at $175.
¥ )

A Great velvet dnesses~usually from lthe
-30’s*~startat $200 and can go up to $500. -

i “vet

One I admired was from the 20’s; it had sil-
ver hand-beadmg ina geometnc de.srgn on
black'velvet..®

Liza’s Place (132 Thompson between
Prince and Houston, 477-6027 or
966-1662) has an extensive collection of
striking party dresses from the 20’s. Liza

-is very difficult to reach, so call before
_coming. Prices are high-so it’s good to

know that Liza's very flexible about them. .
Dresses range from $150 to $1,600 (for a
Schiaparelli from the 20s; of black silk
georgette with jet beads). I also noted an
original Lanvin and Balenciaga. White Ed-
wardian and Victorian dresses run $300 to
3423 (also look at:Opdl-White Design

urces across the street).The prettiest -

dres§ I 'saw’was here;'a black handmade
lace'Bodice with openwork so large it was "
ké‘fbokmgthrouglra‘wbweb ithadav- -
. bell sleeves, and a flowing black vel-
ffkyf $650):" For, $250, there’s a°
ma?hme-made .pink-lace dress firom the
30's that's ultra-pretty. A 1930's black silk

velyeteen ($300) was simple and fitted; it : |
: made me thmk of Momcna Addams. .-
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